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July 2021 Newsletter 

  

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday August 25 6 PM, in person – at the South Metro Fire 

Station.  

 

Pres Sez 
 
So glad summer is here with a lot of hot days!! Looks like a very warm summer ahead with some 
pretty good rain fall. We do need the rain!! Registration is out for this year’s Rendezvous which is 
coming up very fast. I know we already have several of our members going. Should be a lot of fun 
and a great weekend. There have been several emails sent with all the information.  
 
This year’s Colorado Trail ride has been canceled due to some unforeseen circumstances.  We will 
revisit next year if we will pick it up again or move on to a different fundraiser for the club.   
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We had our June meeting at Morrison Inn. It was nice to be back there and we had a great turn out. 
We do not have a meeting in July and our next meeting will be August 25th at the South Metro Fire 
Station. Social hour is 6pm and the meeting will start at 630 pm. 
 
Don’t forget to check our signup for all our upcoming events. 
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/306983463637842039/false#/invitation 
 
Happy Trails! 
 
Sharon 
 

 

Trail Clearing on Indian Creek and Cub Creek trails 

Bill Klink 
 

On June 17th a team of six Front Range Back Country Horsemen set out for a trail clearing ride on the 

Indian Creek Trail in the Mt. Evans Wilderness.  Team members were Dan Shier, Carol Emmons, Steve 

Emmons, Karen Chaney, Jennifer Keys, and myself.  The Indian Creek trail runs about four miles out 

from our starting point in the Mt. Evans State Wildlife Area and terminates at the junction with the Cub 

Creek Trail. 

 

Although our original plan was to clear 

only the Indian Creek trail, a trail patrol 

report conducted two days earlier by 

Friends of Mt. Evans indicated there were 

very few downed trees on Indian 

Creek.  However, that same patrol 

reported 19 downed trees on the Cub 

Creek trail section going southwest from 

the end point of the Indian Creek Trail.   

 

Since we knew our ride out Indian Creek 

would be quick because of the lack of 

downed trees, so we decided to clear as 

much of that Cub Creek Trail section as 

possible, although we knew that would 

make for a fairly long day. 

 

Our outbound ride up Indian Creek and Cub Creek was roughly 7 miles during which we cut and 

cleared 17 trees, several of which were 12” to 24” in diameter.  Our big 42”, two-person saw did a lot 

of work that day.  We rode a total of 15 miles and spent a bit over eight hours on the trails that day, 

including a nice lunch amid the thick pines on the Cub Creek Trail. 

 

In the end we had to make our turn-around just a half mile short of completing that section of the 

Cub Creek Trail, leaving four downed trees yet to be cleared. It was a lot of work and a lot of riding, 

but everyone felt great about our teamwork in tackling that big workload, and we all had a ton of 

fun.    

 

Keep an eye on the FRBCH Activity Sign up list for a new ride we intend to establish in the coming 

weeks to take out those last four trees and work into another section of the Cub Creek Trail that also 

requires our attention.   

 

Hope to see you on the trails soon. 



Trail Clearing – Captain Mountain East 
John Case 

 

On Tuesday, June 21, Bill Klink and I met at the Groundhog Flats trailhead to finish the clearing of the 

Captain Mountain trail – this time from the east. The day was forecast to be cloudy and cool, which 

we looked forward to after the recent hot temperatures in Denver. 

 

The trail up toward Captain Mountain was not only 

cool and refreshing, the ground fog was in which 

made the scene wonderful. The wildflowers were all 

out on the hillsides and we enjoyed the trail up with 

only a few cuts to clear the way. 

 

As we worked our way up the trail the skies gradually 

cleared until we had very good visibility toward the 

end of the day. We stopped for lunch at the clearing 

where we had finished work previously, we could now 

celebrate the entire Captain Mountain trail cleared. 

 

Just as we were sitting down to a quick 

sandwich before heading back downhill, we 

had a surprise guest join in – a large brown 

bear ambled into the clearing before he 

knew we were there! Not sure who was more 

surprised, him or us – but one loud 

exclamation and he was off back into the 

woods, The horses barely had time to notice 

him, but were sure on the alert the whole trip 

home! 

 

At the Captain Mountain trailhead, Bill and I 

decided to do another short section down 

the Lost Creek trail, where I had seen one 

downed tree on a previous hike. Clearing 

that, we took the alternate trail back to the trailers. An overall ride of 18 miles, but only a dozen or so 

trees to cut, only 3 large enough to use the big saw. Overall, a very enjoyable and unique ride that 

we will long remember! 

 

Check the schedule and join our next trip! 

 

  



Clearing ride on Cub Creek East of Indian Creek Junction 
Bill Klink 

 
Our ride on July 8 started at Groundhog Flats, up Indian Creek to junction with Cub then east on cub. 

Total ride length 14 miles. 

Total trip time:  just short of 8 hours 

Ride started at 8300 feet and topped out at 

about 9,500 feet. 

 

We cut 8 logs, most of which were in the 6-12" 

category with one jumbo that was close to 

24."   

 

Thanks so much to Karen and Jen for joining 

me on this ride.  You both cut those logs like 

pros.  i really appreciate your great attitude 

about riding and working the saws. Our horses 

really performed great, and that ride back 

with all the gating we did was really 

fun.  Looking forward to seeing you on the 

next ride! 

 

 

First Chapter Camping Trip for 2021 
Kitty Bladt 

 
Not much to say about our camping trip other than it 

was great.  The area got us totally away from the 

maddening crowd of traffic and neighbors.  We had 

rain which interfered with our plans for a 

campfire.  Finally on the last night we got to have a fire 

and enjoy the stars.  We hiked and explored and saw 

the neighborhood bear.  Jim and Julie explored on 

horseback.  The rest of us were on our feet while the 

dogs had a chance to check out all the creeks, bushes 

and lots of territory.   

  

 

  



Need for Mount Evans Weed Management Support 
Dan Lincoln 

 
For some years now, FRBCH has supported the weed management effort of Friends of Mt Evans and 

Lost Creek Wilderness Areas (FOMELC). We pack in water for the back pack spray teams as well as 

inserting a extracting a contract team treating the meadows along the Captain Mountain Trail. This 

year we will be taking that two person team in from the Echo Lake Trailhead on July 19 and taking 

them out two days later. WE need two packhorses and four saddle horses, two of which must be 

suitable for novice riders. Pack loads will be simple, consisting of the team’s camping gear and 160# 

of water in ladders. No lashing necessary. This part of the trail is a couple of miles down to the valley 

floor, mostly easy, but with one steep rocky stretch and a pretty ride along the Beaver Dam creek 

valley. Normal drill is 10am launch, 2 hours to campsite, lunch and return with empty packs. Extraction 

in the 21st is same timing with only one pack horse. Dan Lincoln will lead this mission, but he needs 

more of the right horses and/or some trailer space.. Please contact him if you can help at either end 

of this operation: 303-674-3834; dan@sinbadtravel.net. FRBCH has the necessary packing gear. NOTE: 

Let Dan L know if you are interested in supporting the weed control operation now or in the future. 

There are other water caches that need to be packed in.  
 

 

GAOA Presentation July 1 

Frank R. Beum, Regional Forester, Rocky Mountain Region 

 
I wanted to take a moment to thank you for your interest in the Great American Outdoors Act 

(GAOA).  

 

Attached, you will find a copy of the presentation discussed on Thursday, July 1, and a factsheet 

providing basic information about the GAOA in the Rocky Mountain Region and our points of 

contact for each forest and grassland. Unfortunately, due to technical difficulties, the session 

recording isn’t available.   

 

Your input and support are invaluable as we move through this process. We look forward to hearing 

your feedback and project ideas. You can get involved by volunteering, donating through the 

National Forest Foundation, and providing feedback on the process and projects. 

 

We look forward to continuing this conversation and working together in the future. 

 

— Frank 

 
(Dan Shier and John Case attended this presentation. The Fact Sheet is attached here, if anyone 

would like to see the full presentation, please contact Dan or John.) 
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Great American Outdoors Act Fact Sheet 
About the Act 
The USDA Forest Service is implementing the Great American Outdoors Act (GAOA), which enables federal land 
managers to take aggressive steps to address deferred maintenance  on national forests and grasslands, from 2021 
through 2025. The GAOA provides permanent full funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and 
establishes the National Parks and Public Land and Legacy Restoration Fund (LRF) to address the deferred maintenance 
backlog for five federal agencies. Deferred maintenance is the continual delay of maintenance of Forest Service 
infrastructure assets. It prevents buildings, roads, bridges, and other assets from reaching their expected useful 
lifespans. 
The USDA Forest Service will use these funds to maximize the benefits experienced by millions of Americans who visit 
and use their national forests. Projects funded by the GAOA LRF will not only reduce deferred maintenance but will also 
focus on improving recreation opportunities, access, and economic benefits to local communities.. 
 
Rocky Mountain Region At- A- Glance 
Rocky Mountain Region which includes National Forest system lands in Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, and 
portions of Wyoming is the most visited region in the National Forest System with 30 million visits annually putting 
pressure on recreation infrastructure.  The Rocky Mountain Region administers: 
 
540 campgrounds 

179 picnic areas 

521 trailheads & 21,100 miles of trails 

60 boat launches 
2 national recreation areas 
2 national monuments 

32,000 miles of roads 

370 road bridges and 760 

trail bridges 

119 FS-owned Dams and 478 
permitted Dams  
1,300 other facilities of other types   

National Parks and Public Lands Legacy Restoration Fund (LRF) 
The deferred maintenance backlog in the region is estimated at $527.4 million. The region expects to receive $30M 
annually in LRF funds in Fiscal Years 21-25.  

 In Fiscal Year 21, 90 projects worth $31.5 million were funded. 

 The Region has 70 projects worth $26.9 million for Fiscal Year 22 in the President's Budget 

 Forests and Grasslands submit proposals for consideration for Fiscal Year 23  funding by July 11.     
 
Learn More, Engage, Collaborate 
Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests and Pawnee National Grassland - erich.roeber@usda.gov   
Bighorn National Forest - jason.rubal@usda.gov or christoper.wolffing@usda.gov 
Black Hills National Forest - ralph.adam@usda.gov or alberta.settle@usda.gov 
Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre & Gunnison National Forests Jonathan.dorman@usda.gov    
Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests & Thunder Basin National Grassland - ryan.nupan@usda.gov or 
dana.bardsley@usda.gov 
Nebraska National Forest - nathanial.marcoe@usda.gov 
Pike & San Isabel National Forests Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands - destiny.chapman@usda.gov 
Rio Grande National Forest- margaret.sullivan@usda.gov  or carlosgonzales2@usda.gov 
San Juan National Forest - jerry.mccaw@usda.gov 
Shoshone National Forest - Robert.lafrenx@usda.gov or brandon.taglioli@usda.gov  
Whiteriver National Forest - gregory.j.rosenmerkel@usda.gov   
 

For More Information Visit: https://bit.ly/FSR2-GAOA 
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Monitor Progress using Wilderness Survey Data 

 
Interested in monitoring the progress we’re making for clearing trails? Use this link to access the 

Wilderness Survey Data – maintained by the Forest Service, updated whenever we clear downfall 

from the trails. 

 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=835c79113d8649f39c24eeac76e3dc5d  

 

Upcoming Chapter Rides 

 
Here’s several upcoming rides for the next few weeks that will be both trail-clearing adventures and 

fun recreational rides. Get onto the chapter Signup Calendar and join us! 

 

FRBCH Activity Signup 2021 

 

(Use this full link if you have any problem with the above:  https://signup.com/go/seVyPnj ). 

 

 

 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=835c79113d8649f39c24eeac76e3dc5d
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https://form.jotform.com/211315196592153 
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Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program 

(CFLRP) All-Hands Web Meeting 

Thursday, June 24, 2021 from 12:30 to 2 p.m. EDT 

 

Sponsored by USDA Forest Service in partnership with the National Forest 

Foundation 

Register Here  

 

 

You’re invited to join this upcoming web meeting!  

 

We are excited to re-start our regular CFLRP All Hands Web Meetings with all of you - former, current, and 

potential future CFLRP practitioners and partners. 

We will use this time to share updates, take stock of needs and opportunities in the CFLRP community, and hear 

from both CFLRP alumni and new projects alike. This web meeting will provide an opportunity for the CFLRP 

community to come together to hear and discuss program updates from various perspectives. 

 

At this all hands web meeting, we will:  

 Engage participants in dialogue between those in the U.S. Forest Service who work with CFLRPs both 

locally and nationally and local partners engaged with CFLRPs, 

 Exchange important information between partners engaged with CFLRPs, and  

 Gather reflections on lessons learned through CFLRP and implications for collaborative restoration 

moving forward. 

https://nationalforests.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1947d6cd971c70f8ef837d21a&id=599606acbe&e=d0a9745422


 

Suggested Audience: 

CFLRP project participants, including collaborators and Forest Service employees and partners.  

  

 

Sign up today! 

 

This web meeting will be recorded and available on the National Forest Foundation website. 

 

 

Explore all of the NFF's Learning Topics and peer learning session recordings. 

Want to receive future announcements from the NFF? Sign-up here! 

  

 

 

Our mailing address is:  

National Forest Foundation 

Building 27, Suite 3 

Fort Missoula Rd 

Missoula, MT 59804 

 

 

 

.  
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FRBCH Activity Sign Up 2021 : Fri, July 9, 2021 - Tue, November 16, 2021 

Date Task Needed Time Filled Open 

Tue, Jul 13, 2021 
Clear Bear Tracks and Cub Creek 
trails 

6 
9:30 am - 5:00 
pm 

5 1 

  John Case (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 
  bill Klink (1)   Karen Chaney (1) 
  Jennifer Keys (1)    
 

Sat, Jul 17, 2021 Recreational Ride--Rosalie Trail 20 
9:30 am - 4:00 
pm 

7 13 

  Daniel Shier (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 
  John Case (1)   Rachel Callihan (1) 
  Donna Carmack (1)   Helena Laliberte (2) 
 

Mon, Jul 19, 2021 Clear Lost Creek Trail 7 
9:30 am - 4:30 
pm 

5 2 

  Courtney Cowgill (1)   John Case (1) 
  Donna Fleischer (1)   Joan Wealing (2) 
 

Thu, Jul 29, 2021 Reserved date for trail work 6 
9:30 am - 4:30 
pm 

1 5 

  bill Klink (1)    
 

Fri, Jul 30, 2021 3-Day Camping Trip July 29-31 No Limit 
8:00 am - 8:00 
pm 

3  

  kitty (1)   Julie Errend (2) 
 

Sat, Jul 31, 2021 3-Day Camping Trip July 29-31 No Limit 
8:00 am - 8:00 
pm 

0  

No Assignments 

Fri, Aug 6, 2021 BCHCO Rendezvous No Limit 
8:00 am - 9:00 
pm 

6  

  John Case (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 
  sherry baker (1)   Kim Berg (1) 
  Julie Errend (2)    
 

Sat, Aug 7, 2021 BCHCO Rendezvous No Limit 
8:00 am - 9:00 
pm 

3  

4/28/2021 Participant Summary for FRBCH Activity Sign Up 2021 

 



Date Task Needed Time Filled Open 

  John Case (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 
  Kim Berg (1)    
 

Sun, Aug 8, 2021 BCHCO Rendezvous No Limit 
8:00 am - 9:00 
pm 

5  

  John Case (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 
  Kim Berg (1)   Julie Errend (2) 
 

Wed, Aug 11, 2021 Packing Training and Clinic 8 
9:00 am - 4:30 
pm 

6 2 

  Dan Shier (1)   John Case (1) 
  Courtney Cowgill (1)   Joan Wealing (1) 
  Donna Fleischer (1)   Kim Berg (1) 
 

Tue, Aug 17, 2021 Trail Clearing Ride 10 
9:00 am - 5:00 
pm 

3 7 

  Courtney Cowgill (1)   John Case (1) 
  bill Klink (1)    
 

Wed, Aug 25, 2021 Mineral Creek Ride Aug 25-29 No Limit 
8:00 am - 8:00 
pm 

9  

  John Case (1)   kitty (1) 
  Courtney Cowgill (1)   sherry baker (1) 
  bill Klink (2)   Vachelle Voss (1) 
  Sue Haner (1)   Liz Tucker (1) 
 

Wed, Aug 25, 2021 Monthly Meeting No Limit 
6:00 pm - 7:30 
pm 

0  

No Assignments 

Thu, Aug 26, 2021 Mineral Creek Ride Aug 25-29 No Limit 
8:00 am - 8:00 
pm 

7  

  John Case (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 
  sherry baker (1)   bill Klink (2) 
  Vachelle Voss (1)   Sue Haner (1) 
 

Fri, Aug 27, 2021 Mineral Creek Ride Aug 25-29 No Limit 
8:00 am - 8:00 
pm 

7  

  John Case (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 
  sherry baker (1)   bill Klink (2) 
  Vachelle Voss (1)   Sue Haner (1) 
 

Sat, Aug 28, 2021 Mineral Creek Ride Aug 25-29 No Limit 
8:00 am - 8:00 
pm 

7  

  John Case (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 



Date Task Needed Time Filled Open 

  sherry baker (1)   bill Klink (2) 
  Vachelle Voss (1)   Sue Haner (1) 
 

Sun, Aug 29, 2021 Mineral Creek Ride Aug 25-29 No Limit 
8:00 am - 8:00 
pm 

5  

  John Case (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 
  sherry baker (1)   Vachelle Voss (1) 
  Sue Haner (1)    
 

Fri, Sep 3, 2021 4-Day Camping Trip Sep 3-6 No Limit 
8:00 am - 8:00 
pm 

3  

  John Case (1)   kitty (1) 
  Courtney Cowgill (1)    
 

Sat, Sep 4, 2021 4-Day Camping Trip Sep 3-6 No Limit 
8:00 am - 8:00 
pm 

2  

  John Case (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 
 

Sun, Sep 5, 2021 4-Day Camping Trip Sep 3-6 No Limit 
8:00 am - 8:00 
pm 

2  

  John Case (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 
 

Mon, Sep 6, 2021 4-Day Camping Trip Sep 3-6 No Limit 
8:00 am - 8:00 
pm 

2  

  John Case (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 
 

Sun, Sep 12, 2021 Recreational Ride No Limit 
9:00 am - 4:00 
pm 

4  

  John Case (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 
  bill Klink (1)   Lee Buxton (1) 
 

Tue, Sep 28, 2021 Monthly Meeting No Limit 
6:00 pm - 7:30 
pm 

4  

  John Case (1)   Carol Emmons (1) 
  kitty (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 
 

Tue, Oct 5, 2021 Trail Clearing Ride 10 
9:00 am - 5:00 
pm 

5 5 

  Carol Emmons (2)   John Case (1) 
  Courtney Cowgill (1)   Lee Buxton (1) 
 

Sun, Oct 24, 2021 Recreational Ride No Limit 
9:00 am - 4:00 
pm 

4  

  John Case (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 



Date Task Needed Time Filled Open 

  Carol Emmons (1)   Steve Emmons (1) 
 

Wed, Oct 27, 2021 Monthly Meeting No Limit 
6:00 pm - 7:30 
pm 

4  

  John Case (1)   Carol Emmons (1) 
  kitty (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 
 

Tue, Nov 16, 2021 Monthly Meeting No Limit 
6:00 pm - 7:30 
pm 

4  

  John Case (1)   Carol Emmons (1) 
  kitty (1)   Courtney Cowgill (1) 
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Thanks to our Sponsoring Members! 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


